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Optional English Curriculum

Introduction

The Optional English Curriculum is designed specifically for those secondary
level students who have already acquired core knowledge of English. It is also
prepared for those who have keen interest and are now interested in expanding
their knowledge and understanding in English language and literature,
Considering these facts this curriculum has been set up for widening their
experiences and cxposure to varieties of current English that consolidates their
language leaming through different types of literary materials and activities. It
hopes to increase competency in reading and writing skills and ereate an interest
_ in English to continue their study at higher levels. It is hoped that by exposing
them (o varieties of English through the different types of literary writing that the
national aims of producing students with good eommand at English and so as to
make them capable of serving their country will be achieved. This course is not
mtended as a course in language, which is the funetion of the general English
course. That is why it will mainly consist of literary texts.

General Objectives .

I. To enhance reading habits and encourage reading for pleasure and
information

2. To broaden and enrich the knowledge of English language, literature and
cultures

3. To expose students to a variety of English literary forms of writings and
encourage students to comprehend and appreciate

4. To give students sufficient practice in productive skill- mostly writing
which includes paragraph writing, summary writing, précis writing,
dialogue writing, different types of imaginary, descriptive and narrative
writings and develop students ereativity in different types of writing for
VATIOUS PUrposes

5.  To build up students’ confidence for further studies of English literature

1
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Specific Objectives : At the end cf this course, the studenis will be able to:

Prose

1.

LI S

&

Drama

Understand the different forms of prose and derive pleasure and
information

Comprehend a passage and answer question on it

Identify and express the central idea or theme of a passage

Sate the intention or message of the author of a passage

Identify and explain the meanings of certain key words, phrases,
sentences or paragraphs according to their context

Write the summary and justify the title of passage

Prepare some guided and free compositions which fulfill a particular
purpose (narrating, describing, reporting, summarizing €tc.) as well s
produce a piece o connected writing for a specific purpose using the
language forms and vocabulary appropriate to that purpose

Understand the feawres of drama like plot, scene, characters ctc. and
show comprehension of a drama :

Identify and explain the meanings of key words, phrases, sentences of
expressions used in the play according to the context

Describe the characters of a play

Elaborate and explain some expressions of a play

Write a summary or gist of a play

Differentiate the poetry from the other forms of writing and understand
its basic features

State the theme of a poem

Becognize the m&aﬁ{ng of the sslection of words and phrases in a poem
and how they are presented to create interest in poetry

Identify the poet's intention and make critical appreciation of a poem
Write a summary or gist of poem

%

Untitled-13.pdf



Evaluation Scheme

There will be a paper-pencil test administered o evaluate the studems’
learning achievement for this course. In the final SLC examination, there will be
one paper of 100 marks. Questions will be asked from the contents of both Grades
9 and 10 in combined form. The distribution of marks will be as follows:

1. Short introduction to Language and Literature | 5 marks
2. Prose 40 marks
{(a) Stories and Passages 25 marks
(b) Essays 15 marks
3. Drama 20 marks
4. Poetry 25 marks
Total 100 marks
Marks Division (Skill wise)
1. Reading 40%
2. Writing 40%
3. Grammar 10%
4. Vocabulary 10%
Contents of Curriculum for Grade 9
Genre Type Items | Periods
1. Short 20
introduction to | 1. Nature and origin 3
Language and | 2. Basic Features 5
Literature 3. Differences 5
4. Preliminary elements of Literary work 5
II. Prose 1. Stories and Passages 9 45
a) Ancient 1 5
b) Folk 2 10
¢} Modem 2 10
d) Authentic passages with various
themes from widely read magazines
and newspapers with focus on the
English used in mass media; science
and technology 4 20
2. Essays 3 15
a) Descriptive 1 - e

13
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b) Reflective 1 5

¢) Narrative 1 5

I1L. Drama 1. One act play 3 20
2. Simple or short or retold drama 1 15

1V, Poetry 7 35
1. Namrative 2 10

2. Descriptive 2 10

3. Lyrical 2 10

4. Reflective 1 5
Total 150

Content of Curriculum for Grade 10
Genre Type Items | Periods

1. Prose 1. Children's Classic 1 10
2. Stories [ 30

a) Ancient 1 5

b) Folk 1 5

¢) Modern (Contempuorary ) 4 20

3. Modem Essays 3 15

a) Descriptive ] g

b) Reflective 1 5

¢) Biographic 1 5

1l. Drama Ome Act Plays 3 15
111. Poetry 8 40

1. Elizabethan 1 5

2. Classical 1 5

3. Lyrical 2 10

4, Metaphysical 1 3

5. Romantic 3 15
Total 110

1%
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